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whose respongsibility was to look af-- :
ter the men's needs. : : : : B

"We all- got together, but nobody
rI ar ne _talked about the “Russian sub. They .-
: Ju~t talked li%e all the oitfield rough-

pecks always tatk—about how much

. casing they had luid. how much they
esse mmefl an hour in“Alaska or'the Guif
of Mexico. the deepest holea they. had :

drilled,” he saxcl

nghnecks, Dr,nkers oz their hard drmkmg and hard talking, however.x v: o ‘ . .i :
o the roughneck Explorer crew turned out to be well-be- . Ty
- Were Recruxred for . e ._'nrr’mg, to the source.

' Pafriotism ' Experﬁse 2 entive training period of a couple of months. |

_ em was arre;ted ,and Jazied—on a drunk '
- Good old country boys from Dixie. e sz

1wo_fmd drinkers and cil rough- 2 &l had vean brxefed about what to do in quch an

necks, ail "men of -good :true gr,o- m_‘anre cmd muny places had been marked of{-limits.

were recruited for their reliability, | Fn' if aay of them tor"ot thev were there to attend

expertise and patriotism to man the | “classes..

CIA ship Glomar Explorer on its |

cloak-and-dagger mission.. : '.-'erp stud\ m« up on the Geneva Conven- | .
Curley. Cowboy, Bimbo. and Big That was so we would know what to do if-the

John were some of the nicknames of | Russiar: decided 1o come abeard the Explorer. e

men selected from Alabama. Loui- |  vAnd Eiz John sitting there memorizing some part of the :

fiana, Texas and \hssmlppn-—-men fa- | Geneva Convention Treaty and kidding and saying, Tl | . I S
miliar with drilling rigs and ships, | just knock the hell out of any of them Russians who sets;- e
men Wwho wore ‘their patnotxsm on | his foot on the ship! LRI

their sleeves. - . : o

- _ i . "Of course, e were told not anythmg like that was to f
t ogh:gd vﬁ;‘iéﬁﬁ;}%ﬂiédgt??fd be done and. Big John knew it," the source related. -

Pasadena in Texas; Brookhaven, "All these men who met the CIA people had nothing but |

Miss; Slidell, Vivian and Shreveport, the hlzhest mpect for them. The CIA gtus knew then'

La: Millry, Ala. and Little Rock, Ark.
"We were looking for a certin type "I‘hey all signed documents pledg‘ing themselves t se- !

~ of ‘man," said a source familiar vulh crecy, and that's hanging over évery goddamned one ofus|.f'_' o TR L R I

‘CIA hmno procedure= .| right téday,” he added.:
' The créw members hired for the mission were gwen 18-
‘month éontracts, which included bonuses of $150 montiily. :
But they knew the CIA treated everyone very well, and
‘tshs%rc still hoping thcy will get bonuses of s:xooo to"
1 1
_{3,51,‘583‘;‘?;3,“ records and had to be According to a crew member who made the July, 1974, -
*The man the CIA wanted didnt | 'Tip to retrieve the sunken ‘Soviet sub, living quarters On, L e S
"have extreme -intelligence or book- | the Explorer were spacious® and air-conditioned. . = . o T - e
learning, but he did havesa. great i Like all offzhore drilling rigs or drill ships, there was al O T
sense of lovalty to his country and | well-paid "utility crew* 1o clean up the bathrooms, make
- his family: the beds, mop floors and straighten up the day room.

He a3 uamotxc lo»al flag-salut-

" apple-ple eatin. mother-lovin. to- |
" hacco-chewine and. y.e '\\allo‘.\ed the ivlhmg: "that had names I never heard before.”
 paccochewine | There alto were hig howls of fresh {ruit, and candy was
|
i

' "He had to ha\e a clearable back-
» ground_ You can't imagine how many
men turned up with eight or ten ar-

‘

_ tobacco juice! ! e :
" "He was an expert in what he did.a | Mwaysav ailable to the men. -
pipe handler or crane operator. And' There has been some contention {rom othcr tourcos that; : :
‘he knew how to stay quiet. Lots of | all was not =0 confortahle aboard the Explorer, at least on .
these old bovs dont have much to | her maiden voyage from an East Coa:t shipyard to Long -

anyway." headded. - - . Beach. : A
_sa}'muvxcxan bet a lot of them didnt . Global Marine, which operated the ship for the CIA, wa:§

"come in W earing suits. Somebody in a rharrrd kv tha National Labor Rélations Board in March
fancy suit mxont get thrownout. . -~ Co contlnued-

L L Wf EPRIL 1975 R
T ; o L
The CHQ‘ ‘) pﬂ__\éed-about'ssg- . Q O N _' DR B
, en 0 rue - worth of  liquor o a 'den mother”: - .. R

" The crew member who was aboard the Explorer saidi - . .. . o S
; stoak and labster was plentiful and that-he ate some| - SRR o

“"These were totg'n old bovs who _ _ : . L L
: _co"nd get drunx and fight like a bear.™ o ' - o e . |
A few of thiem did mix it vp during : : s : S .
a party last'Aprit when 25 or 0 crew
member: oamete on the eve of the .
_beginning-of a ciass at Redwood CH’.,
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| thav found out what wé were going to do,” said a source
- who knew most of the 140-man crews :
. Mzanwhile, the CIA is keeping in constant contact with r .
“the crew memicrs during the time the ship is docked at | |
: Imo Beach..

- -g“ behind yeu' And, don't you know, it makes you feel

“isa a reporter, mayoe he's a Russian agent,” he said, -
;re rewomed 100, that someone may try.to sclltherr
ey i

_':'- inated by .the nuclear warheads it camed).\submanne »
" éesign and the Russian alphabet. . . LT e

-:Alabama, trying to talk Russian or pronounce the letters,
-.a source aid.

'f_'cc'.r!el. I mean there was hard work.
' \.:‘d of funny to me then and even funnier now."

~jze-that word wouid spread about the Explorer and its os-

 tensible mission to draw off -valuable mmeral deposﬂ.s
. from the ocean bottom.

They offered good money and adventure. And the ad-/

: Tx:hman Bldg. at 5239 Century Blvd. in Los Angeles," said

‘ (in the interview rcma) and part of the pitch to the new
_employes was that Hughes had recently located a fantas, -

,':t.c rzineral depesit in the Pacific,
"Most of the time the response -was somethmg hke

: 'Tﬁ e“e hearda Iot ancut this ship'* -

!

Inseeing that the crew members were well treated, one .

man was delegated to act as a sort of "den mother,” ac- ¢
-eerding to the source.

"He =aw about meiel reservations and rooms and all

© "Tkese men corrrdered it an honor to be selected when

st three weeks ago an agont dropped into a large
\crmcm city-for-a meeting with an employe of the Glo-
mar Exp’orcr venture. _
"Trey wanted to let us know thoy wore around me
@irce ‘eaid of his meeting with a young CIA agent.
They wanted 19 1ot us know there are future pro;ects
coming up. Sometimes it scems they want to remind you |
that when veu get hooked up wtih a project like this:
(with the CIAL somatimes you cant cver get untangled
fram it rcrthrrn =

But Lhey ais0 want to pat you ‘on the back. They're
z50d at that Taey tall you Dén't worry. We're standing:

:'zr'.mb good!

"They want to. tell you a lot of rendrters may- come’
knacking on your door and that we- ‘sihould stay quiet.
Thev're real nice anout it. but I know tr.cy keep track!of
cveryone.

Some of 'em ha-.e told me maybe on= of Lhose reporters

Tie crew members attended clascss with eight 010,
~en in a class The basic courses consiziéd of eiementary
¢lear studies (becauee the Soviet ship would be conta-

The men learned tnat alphabzt so '* gm recognize
Ietiers on various items aboard the Suvzet suomarine and.
‘then relay them through a communications- system con-
necting them to two Russian language experts. "y . !
_ *] remember looking around and here's this old boy from

But It Lsten—remehrber this--there was no bull {n these

*Still, I recall those tin cans on the floor. Five or slx of
<ram that the men uséd to spit in tobaceo juice. It seemed

" The CIA used litile advertising to attract men t6 the jobr
‘Rather, the intelligence agency men knew enough to reals

“verture of being associated with Howard Hughe:, thc
most mysterious man of all.-
e were kired, many of us, out of the ﬁfth floor of the

the seurce.

- *There was a p {ure of the Glomar Explorer on the wall

ﬂ | (JIILI 11RO —— .
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uho sought union representation. /ﬂ

" © Tha men were fired in the fall of \ NJ. Gullal Marme ;
:has s2id it intends 10 appeal the ruling. :

.. strange and different ship ! ~\wf"'\

-'j ¢r under the ship was going-to suck up the mineral no-

~the source: "If a man-got that far we would have him sign

.the security check if it took longer than three. months you

-a strange man and not.to be alarmed if someone came
"mto their neighborhoods : ‘and asked-about them," he:said

Vcouldnt file a suit for invasion of privacy.

I" men never knew how long it would take to hire them, and | -
should they quit their jobs or not They'd keep. te]ephon- .

LAV JULILID MIRL LA FUNIL 11U iwULu

nobddy was sure what, Th._ nuse_.new there was some

& kind of vacuum apparatus that was going. to suck up the:

nodules from thé ocean floor," he said.-

- There always was a.plentiful supply of noduIcs, as ai

Qo constant reminder to thc employ és about the purpOse oE
“the project.
soris of things lixe rhar In his room he always kept a cou- |

' ple cases of whiskv and beer. If the boys wanted a couple :
crinks at m,,r, ol den mother had it all there. !

The Seascope, ano'her Global Marine ﬂnp, had picked

them up from the ocean bottom. Often the men sitting |

.across from the CIA agent doing the hiring saw a nodule
or two lying on the desk or ona nearby filing cabinet.

Sixteen divers were hired for the mission, and when it |-

‘was learned that so many divers were sought a lot of
,questrons were raised.

- Why were so many divers needed if the v acuum sweep-

dules?

. 'The prospective emploves first met a CIA contract man L
.who did the initial interviews in the Tishman Building. -

In a room adjacent to hig was a CIA man known as
How ard Imamura, about 49, who.was the ostensible assiz«

tant but who:actually decided on whether'a'man was a1 -

500d enough’ prospect to:undergo the clearance proce-
ures.
"Clearance taok about three months for each man. saxd

acontract saying he would be paid $25 a month (during
‘almost could be sure he wasn't going to make it."

" *The men: looking for jobs were. told they would be
‘working for Howard Hughes‘and that Howard Hughes is

“*They wete. . paid the retainer of $25 a mpnth so they

T heard it made hiring one helluva job 'b“ecause these

ing, asking how about the job. Somebody. kept tellmg

“-them just wait a couple-days and call back. :
The CIA man next door to the first interviewer would I
- ask thém a lot, like did they ever use drugs. One youngt

man who said he smoked a lot of marijuana ciagarets was |

hired anyway because’ someone pulled some strmgs for ; :
. him and he worked out fine, = -

""Nobody was hired who had ever belonged to a umon{ -
“because we didn't want union trouble. Sometimes we ad-| -

vertised for specialized experts, but most all the men| .

came because they had heard about the job by word of | i

‘mouth. In fact I heard 957 of the men who callerﬂn i'ucre-
. ot hired:

* *No Jews werc hired because of some pomble mvohre-

" ment with Israel. No one from the Scripps Institute be-

cduse n had been mvol\ ed in some- of kind of government.
work.

- "A lot of Lheae men were told the mformauon on thelr/'

background was needed for visa details,” he added: * "< -
‘One employe, musing dbout his experiences, said:: .. =%
"Sometimes I wolld ook around and see average pcopl

and I would wonder, ‘Why can't I'be like that?® ~*.”
Riding late at night.in’ his car, smoking cigaret’ after c

garet; on the streets of a.large Southern city:where he

now lives temporarily, he wonders about it all. He is prebn :
- ty sure hfe wal never be the same. e

"NICHOLAS C. CHRISS
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